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Response to Public Hearing Comments, Fresno, April 28, 2004 (Comment PH-F001-022) 

PH-F001-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F001-2 
Please see standard response 6.23.1. 

PH-F001-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno 
Station option as the preferred HST station site to serve the Fresno 
area. 

PH-F001-4 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F002-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F002-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and 
Development Center and Downtown Merced as potential HST station 
locations to serve the Merced area.  All station locations identified in 
the program EIR/EIS are “potential” stations.  Please see standard 
response 2.1.12. 

PH-F003-1 
Acknowledged. Please also see standard response 6.21.1 and 6.15.4.  

PH-F004-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F005-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.21.1. 

PH-F006-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Truxton option as 
the preferred HST station to serve the Bakersfield area. 

PH-F006-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the BNSF alignment as 
the preferred alignment between Fresno and Bakersfield, the 
Antelope Valley as the preferred alignment between Bakersfield and 
Sylmar, and the Truxton station option (downtown Bakersfield) as 
the preferred HST station to serve the Bakersfield area.  Please see 
standard response 6.15.4 for more information regarding the 
recommendation between Fresno and Bakersfield. 

PH-F007-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno 
Station option as the preferred HST station to serve the Fresno area. 

PH-F008-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F008-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-F008-3 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-F009-1 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-F010-1 
Acknowledged. 
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PH-F010-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown Fresno 
Station option as the preferred HST station to serve the Fresno area. 

PH-F010-3 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F011-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F011-2 
Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-F012-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F012-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-F012-3 
Please see standard response 2.35.1 and standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-F013-1 (see also PH-F031A–D) 
“Continuous tunnel lengths of more than 12 mi were considered 
impracticable, and the crossing of major fault zones at grade was 
also identified as a necessary criterion.” (Draft Program EIR/EIS, 
page 2-43)  Tunnels through the Tehachapi Mountains at freight 
gradients (1.2%) would require continuous tunnel lengths 
considerably longer than 12 mi and would require deep tunnel 
through the Garlock fault zone.  (See Draft Program EIR/EIS, pages 
2-9 and 2-10.) 

Tunnels longer than 12 mi have been and are being constructed in 
other countries, such as the Gottard Tunnel in Switzerland.  
However, the tunneling criterion for the HST system were developed 
for California’s unique geology and seismic conditions, and were 

informed by a number of experts with extensive “worldwide” 
tunneling experience. 

Additionally, there are other issues that would limit the feasibility of 
implementing both corridors, such as the extremely high cost and 
environmental impact of building both mountain crossings, and the 
adverse impact on passenger travel times and schedule reliability 
stemming from the time required for loading and unloading of trucks 
and slower operating speeds associated with the heavier freight 
loads.  It is beyond the scope of the proposed HST and the scope of 
this Program EIR/EIS to study providing freight rail or truck service 
through the Tehachapis in addition to the proposed HST system. 

PH-F014-1 

Please see response to Comment PH-F030-1. 

PH-F015-1 
Acknowledged.  The co-lead agencies look forward to continuing to 
coordinate closely with Native American tribes and will be respectful 
of Native American territories and other areas with sensitive 
resources.  Please see standard responses 3.12.1 and 10.1.14. 

PH-F015-2 
Please refer to Response 6.3.1.  Please also see standard response 
3.12.1 and standard response 3.12.2. 

PH-F015-3 
The Authority and FRA will continue to work with the Amah Mutsun 
Tribal Band in all subsequent phases of planning and construction of 
the HST system. 

PH-F015-4 
Acknowledged.  The determination of station names is beyond the 
scope of this program-level environmental process.  Project-level 
environmental studies will be required to determine precise 
alignments and station locations.   
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Please see standard response 6.10.1. 

PH-F016-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F016-2 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F017-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-F017-2 
Please refer to Response 6.3.1.  The relatively large diameters 
proposed for the HST tunnels (Figure 2.6-5) provide sufficient cross 
sectional area and distance between train and tunnel wall to 
adequately minimize the aerodynamic impacts of high speed 
operation in tunnels, such as increased energy usage and heat 
generation due to air-surface friction. 

PH-F017-3 
Please refer to standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-F017-4 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-F018-1 
The comment restates key points from the growth inducement 
analysis, including noting that the HST Alternative would improve 
business’ access to labor and markets, and would produce certain 
user benefits, such as improved travel time, cost and modal options.  
The co-lead agencies, however, respectfully disagree with the 
commenter’s conclusion that the HST Alternative will “encourage 
people to move into the Central Valley and commute greater 
distances.”  The comment cites anecdotal evidence that “large 
amounts of permanent residential development” occurred in the San 

Bernardino Valley and Thousand Oaks due to improvements in the I-
5 and US-101 corridor, which is not germane for analyzing the 
potential growth inducement effects of the HST Alternative.  
Highway improvements, such as those pointed out by the 
commenter, disperse accessibility benefits over a very wide 
geographic area – essentially for several miles around any 
interchange.  The HST Alternative, on the other hand, will provide 
very localized accessibility benefits to a limited number of station 
sites around the state.  For example, between Sacramento and the 
Grapevine, there are over 50 interchanges just on Interstate 5; there 
are only six preferred HST stations in all of the Central Valley.  
Therefore, the co-lead agencies believe that it would be 
inappropriate to draw conclusions about the type of growth and 
development that might ensue with the HST Alternative based upon 
the widely dispersed development patterns that are sometimes 
associated with freeway expansion projects.  The co-lead agencies 
agree with the commenter’s suggestion that major transportation 
investments can facilitate new growth.  However, the commenter 
fails to note that the No Project and Modal Alternatives also include 
major transportation investments that will increase accessibility 
between the Central Valley and Bay Area.  The HST Alternative 
would not lead to a significant increase in commute accessibility 
between Central Valley homes and Bay Area or Southern California 
jobs compared to the other system alternatives.   

PH-F018-2 
Please see standard response 3.15.3.  See also standard responses 
3.15.1 and 3.15.2. 

PH-F019-1 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.15.4. 

PH-F020-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Castle Aviation and 
Development Center as a potential HST station location to serve the 
Merced area.  Please see standard response 6.19.1. 
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PH-F021-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F021-2 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

PH-F021-3 
Please see standard response 2.7.3. 

PH-F022-1 
Please see standard response 2.25.1. 

The enabling legislation of the Authority does not identify nor 
suggest the number of stations for the HST system or specify travel 
times.  The enabling legislation of the Authority does define high-
speed rail as “intercity passenger rail service that utilizes an 
alignment and technology that makes it capable of sustained speeds 
of 200 mph (320 kph) or greater.” (Public Utilities Code section 
185012(c).) 
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Comment Letter PH-F023 
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Response to Comments of Dennis A. Cardoza, U.S. Congressman, 18th District, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F023) 

PH-F023-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F023-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

PH-F023-3 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.35.1. 

PH-F023-4 
Acknowledged. 
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Comment Letter PH-F024 
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Response to Comments of Senator Jeff Denham, California State Senate, 12th District, April 5, 2004  
(Letter PH-F024) 

PH-F024-1 
Read under PH-F009. Please see PH-F009 for response. 
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Comment Letter PH-F025 
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Response to Comments of Calvin M. Dooley, U.S. Congressman, 20th District, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F025) 

PH-F025-1 through 3 
Read under PH-F001. Please see PH-F001 for responses. 
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Comment Letter PH-F026 
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Response to Comments of Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce, April 28, 2004  
(Letter PH-F026) 

PH-F026-1 and 2 
Read under PH-F011. Please see PH-F011 for responses. 
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Comment Letter PH-F027 
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Response to Comments, Raul M. Rojas, March 30, 2004 (Letter PH-F027) 

PH-F027-1,2,3,&4 
Read as comment PH-F006.  Please see responses to PH-F006. 
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Comment Letter PH-F028 
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Response to Comments of City of Visalia, Mayor’s Office, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F028) 

PH-F028-1 
Acknowledged. 

PH-F028-2 
Please see standard response 6.21.1. 

PH-F028-3 
Please see standard response 6.13.1, standard response 6.14.1, and 
standard response 6.15.4. 

PH-F028-4 
Please see standard response 6.21.1. 
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Comment Letter PH-F029 
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Response to Comments, Gloria Cortez Keene, County of Merced, April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F029) 

PH-F029-1 and 2 
Read under PH-F002.  Please see PH-F002 for responses. 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page 7-396

 

Comment Letter PH-F030 
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Comment Letter PH-F030 Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F030 Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F030 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Transportation Involves Everyone (TIE), April 28, 2004 (Letter PH-F030) 

PH-F030-1 
The safe operation of the HST system would be of the utmost 
importance.  Some of the HST alignment options are adjacent to or 
within existing transportation corridors including existing freight 
railroad lines. The environmental studies show that constructing the 
HST tracks within existing transportation corridors will avoid or 
minimize many of the potential environmental impacts.  However 
desirable, the inclusion of the HST tracks within an existing freight 
rail corridor is only feasible to the extent that (1) space is available 
within the corridor based on existing and planned uses, and (2) 
appropriate separation can be maintained between the HST and 
existing freight services (horizontal distance or adequate barrier) to 
maintain consistently safe operations.  Subsequent project level 
environmental review and engineering analysis will include 
coordination with existing freight owner/operators, passenger rail 
owner/operators, California Public Utilities Commission, and the FRA 
to determine a safe solution to the challenges inherent in adjacent 
operation of HST and Freight rail traffic. 

Please see Response 2.8.1 in regards to the safe operations of the 
HST system.  Please see standard response 2.25.1 in regards to the 
elimination of new alignment options to the east and west of SR-99.  
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Comment Letter PH-F031A 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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Comment Letter PH-F031A Continued 
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